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A campus visit is one of
the best ways to learn
more about a college.

Tour the campus to see if the buildings
and equipment are up-to-date, clean
and operating in good condition.

Sit in on a class or two to see how the
learning environment feels and how
students participate.

Talk with current students to learn
what they like or don't like about their
school, classes or instructors.

Talk with faculty to learn more about
the program of study that interests you
most, including class offerings and
degree requirements.

Types of Degrees: Earn a certificate, diploma or Talk with an admissions counselor to

associate degree to prepare for a specific job. Types of Degrees: Earn a four-year bachelor’s degree. learn more about admissions requirements,
_ . . _ Some also offer associate, graduate and professional required forms and deadlines.

Getting In: Most require only a high school .dlploma degrees. Many programs lead to a general knowledge q

or GED, but students should prepare by taking the in the arts, sciences and humanities. Talk with a financial aid counselor to

recommended high school classes. learn about your financial aid options

Getting In: Most require the recommended high school and how and when to apply.

classes, but many have additional academic requirements.

Types of Degrees: Earn a certificate, diploma or
associate degree to prepare for a specific job, or earn
a two-year associate degree and then transfer to a
four-year college.

Getting In: Most require only a high school diploma
or GED, but students should prepare by taking the
recommended high school classes.
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* institutions that enroll at least 200 students.
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Your involvement is key to your student’s success.

Learn teachers’ names, and attend parent-teacher
conferences. Talk with the teacher if your student is
having difficulty.

Make sure you know which classes your student is
taking. Have the school'’s telephone number in case
of emergencies.

Ask what your student is studying, and make sure
homework is completed. Be available in case your
student has questions. If your student is struggling
in a certain subject and you are unable help, call the
school to ask about tutoring.

Questions for Your
Next Parent-Teacher
Conference

1.1s my student’s work at, above
or below the grade level?
Please explain.

2.1s my student’s homework
completed and handed in on time?

3. Does my student behave in class
and get along well with others?

4.Does my student have any problems
with school work? If so, what has
been done to help?

5.What can | do at home to help my
student improve or excel?

Connect with other parents and students at family
events, and learn which school staff work specifically
with parents.

6. How do | contact you if | have
concerns or questions about
my student?

7.1s my student meeting state

Interact with school staff and teachers to become standards? Please explain.

more familiar with your student’s school, and help
with events or field trips.




August 2009  October
To Do : !

] visit school and meet 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 5 6 7 8
. 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 11 12 13 14
your child’s teacher 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 19 20 21

i 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 25 26 27 28
[ check for family events at school 30 31

] Check for daily school 30
o s First Day of School
communication (Mpls. only)
[ check your student’s academic
planner
O |
8 9 10 11 12
Labor Day First Day of School
D (No School) (St. Paul only)
UJ
:
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Citizenship Day Rosh Hashanah
Lailat-al-Qadr l}jgxiss:t;:xt:;
(Islamic)
:
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Fall Begins
Eid al-Fitr
(Islamic)

Yom Kippur
begins at sundown
(Jewish)

Any education after high school. This is often called “higher education” or “college.”















Earn College Credit in High School

Advanced Placement (AP)

College in the Schools (CIS)

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

International Baccalaureate (IB)

Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO)

Not all programs listed
here are available at all
schools. Some programs
also require a certain
academic standing to
participate.

Check with your school’s
guidance or district office
to learn how your student
may be able to earn college
credit in high school.



May 2010  July 2010

To Do
1 1 2 3

DPrepare for summer camp 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

. . . . 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
[ visit the library with your child 30 31

O 30

8 9 10 11 12
Last Day of School Last Day of School
(Mpls.) (St. Paul)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Flag Day Juneteenth
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Father's Day Summer Begins

Minor
Another area of study explored in college, but it is not your major area of study.



Electives

High school gives your student the
opportunity to explore his or her
interests through optional classes
called electives.

Classes like:

Once your student reaches high school, he or she will
have choices about which courses to take. While it is
tempting to take only the classes needed to graduate
from high school, students will be more prepared for
college if they take more challenging courses.

3 Years

Social Studies Mathematics

Language Arts

e Composition e Geography e Algebra |
e English Literature e History (U.S. e Geometry
o Speech and World) o Algebra Il
o World Literature * Economics e Trigonometry/

e Government/ Calculus
Political Science

Completing classes like those listed below will help
your student meet the basic admission requirements
at most colleges. Your local high school graduation
requirements may differ.

Science World Language  The Arts
e Earth Science Classes like: Classes like:
e Biology e Chinese e Drama
e Chemistry e French e Drawing/Painting
e Physics e German e Media Arts
e Spanish e Music

Accounting

Agriculture

Automotive Technology
Computer Programming
Construction

Creative Writing
Electronics
Family/Consumer Science
Graphic Design
Journalism

Keyboarding

Marketing

Media/Film Studies
Physical Education

Web Design

Welding

Woodshop



2010  August 2010
To Do
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
D Visit the library with your child 8 9 10 11 12 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 u
22 23 24 25 26 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 29 30 31

[] visit a college campus with

your child

O

4

Independence Day Lailat al Mi‘raj
(Islamic)

A course that a student must pass before being allowed to register for a more advanced course.




It is almost time to begin a new school year.
Here are some tips to help you prepare.

If your student is attending a new school, plan a visit so that
your student knows his or her way around the school.

Make sure your student has the required school supplies to
begin the new academic year.

Review your student’s class schedule to ensure that he or
she is enrolled in rigorous courses in middle and high
school. This should include high levels of math and science.

Visit the local library or community center to find tutoring
services if needed.

Visit with your student’s teachers and the principal to show
that you are interested.

Attend open houses or school-related functions.

Be positive! Starting a new school year can be fun.

Skills for the
21st Century

Whatever your student dreams of
achieving, those dreams will require
certain knowledge and skills that
your student is developing right now:

Reading to understand information
Writing to express ideas

Critical thinking to identify problems
and explore solutions

Researching to find answers to questions

Technology literacy to create and promote
information, products and services

Creativity and curiosity to explore
possibilities and diverse perspectives

Cooperation to work with others
Independence to fulfill responsibilities

Initiative to begin and follow through
on commitments

Lifelong learning to expand and
update knowledge and existing skills



July 2010 September P[0}

To Do

1 2 3 1 2 3 4
[ visit the library with your child 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1 12 13 14 15 16 17 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

[] Attend the open house at

your child’s school

O
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Ramadan Begins
(Islamic)

Admissions Office
A college office that answers questions from prospective students and decides which students will be accepted.
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The Get Ready program helps prepare students from low-income families
and those from groups traditionally underrepresented in college with
college planning information, academic tutoring and information on
career and higher education options. The program is administered by the
Minnesota Office of Higher Education and is funded in part by the Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP).
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GEAR UP is a federal grant program of the U.S. Department of Education
created to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared
to enter and succeed in postsecondary education.
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The Minnesota Office of Higher Education is a cabinet-level state agency
providing students with financial aid programs and information to help
them gain access to postsecondary education.

Minnesota Office of Higher Education

1450 Energy Park Drive, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55108-5227

Tel: 651.642.0567 or 800.657.3866
TTY Relay: 800.627.3529
Fax: 651.642.0675

E-mail: info@ohe.state.mn.us

www.getreadyforcollege.org
www.ohe.state.mn.us
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