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If you have not saved for college, your child is more likely to accumulate college debt. From 
1987 to 2007, student borrowing in Minnesota increased faster than tuition or personal income. 
Borrowing increases have been most pronounced in students from families who are unlikely to 
qualify for need-based financial aid.5 Minnesota undergraduates borrowed $1.2 billion in 
education loans in academic year 2006-2007. Sixty eight percent of Minnesota undergraduates 
who attended public four-year institutions and graduated in 2007 borrowed an average of 
$22,900. Seventy four percent of Minnesota undergraduates who attended private not-for-profit 
four-year institutions and graduated in 2007 borrowed an average of $27,500.6 
 
 
Question: Does saving for college hurt my child’s chances for need-based financial aid? 

Answer: Your Expected Family Contribution increases if your college savings exceed the 
Education Savings and Asset Protection Allowance. However, the impact of college savings on 
your Expected Family Contribution is small. The federal need analysis counts only about 5.6 
percent of your assets above the Education Savings and Asset Protection Allowance as available 
to pay for college. Furthermore, some of the most common assets you as a parent own are 
excluded from consideration in student financial aid, such as retirement funds and home equity. 
Families are typically unaware of the Education Savings and Asset Protection Allowance and the 
low rate at which parents are expected to use their savings for college. According to Mark 
Kantrowtiz, 
 

Parents should expect to pay at least half to two-thirds of their children's college costs 
through a combination of savings, current income, and loans. Gift aid from the 
government, the colleges and universities, and private scholarships accounts for only 
about a third of total college costs.7  

 
In the end, if you save for your child’s college expenses you reap the benefits of more attendance 
options for your child and your child may borrow less while attending college. Undergraduate 
students who graduate with less debt have greater employment options and more opportunities 
for future education. Financially planning and saving for college is a winning combination for 
you and your child. 
 
 
Additional Resources 

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid, www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 Financial aid information, www.finaid.org 
 Planning for education after high school and financial aid information, 

www.getreadyforcollege.org 
 Information on federal aid, www.studentaid.ed.gov 

 

                                                 
5 Minnesota Office of Higher Education, Highlights of Financial Aid Awarded in 2007, August 2008. 
6 Minnesota Office of Higher Education, Minnesota Measures, 2009. 
7 www.finaid.org 
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Minnesota Promise – Free Tuition 
 
Attention Minnesota high school students! If your family income is at or below the amount listed 
below, state and federal financial aid will likely cover your tuition and fees to attend any two-
year community and technical college, a training program or any of seven state universities.* 
 
 

Family size 
Family Income 

at or below 
1 child  $30,000 
2 children $40,000 
3 children $45,000 
4 children $50,000 
5 or more children $55,000 

 
 
Where does the money come from? 
Together, the federal Pell Grant and the Minnesota State Grant programs provide Minnesota students 
with need-based grants to help them pursue education beyond high school. 
 
 
Does the money need to be paid back? 
No. These are grants, not loans, and do not need to be paid back. These grants are public investments in 
your future. 
 
 
Am I limited to attending certain colleges? 
No. The tuition and fees at Minnesota’s community and technical colleges and seven state universities 
are all less than $7,000 annually for the 2009-2010 academic year. Other Minnesota colleges may have 
higher tuition and fees. Students eligible for need-based financial aid may use their aid to attend any 
institution to which they are accepted. 
 
 
How do I apply? 
Before enrolling in college, the student and his or her family must complete and submit the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (or FAFSA). This application requires income information from the 
family and is used to determine a student’s eligibility for federal and many state financial aid programs. 
Applying online works best. 
 
 
Are there additional sources of aid? 
Yes. For example, Minnesota high school students who complete more challenging courses while in high 
school and qualify for state and federal aid may also get up to $4,000 to attend college from the Achieve 
Scholarship. Students may apply for scholarships awarded directly from colleges for their academic 
achievement or a specific talent, they may be able to work on campus part time, or receive a grant for 
child care. 
 
 
Will the grants be available to me each year? 
Yes, if you are eligible. The federal Pell grant program has existed since 1974 and the Minnesota State 
Grant Program has been awarding grants since 1969. 
 
 
*The amounts shown are approximate generalizations for the 2008 income tax year and the 2009-2010 academic year. Financial aid 
eligibility and tuition and fees will change annually. A student’s financial aid eligibility may be affected by other factors such as family 
assets (not including primary residence or retirement savings), the student’s citizenship status and other factors. 



College Preparation & Admissions Tests 
 

While two-year colleges generally do not require new students to take a college entrance exam, most new students  
are required to take a placement test to determine which level of courses are appropriate for them. 
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PLAN PSAT ACT SAT 
Test of English as a 
Foreign Language 

(TOEFL) 
What does it test? 

English, reading, math, 
and science reasoning 
skills  

Critical reading and 
math reasoning abilities 
as well as writing skills  

English, reading, math, 
and science reasoning 
skills; optional writing 
test 

Critical reading and 
math reasoning abilities 
and writing skills 

The ability of nonnative 
speakers of English to 
read, write, speak and 
understand North 
American English 

Why should I take this test? 
Measures academic 
preparation and 
prepares you for 
college admissions 
tests (also includes a 
career interest 
inventory to help you 
explore career options) 

Prepares you for 
college admissions 
tests and may qualify 
you for the National 
Merit Scholarship (if 
taken as a junior) 

Most common college 
admissions test for 
four-year colleges in 
the Midwest and 
central United States  

Most common college 
admissions test for 
four-year colleges on 
the East and West 
coasts 

Required by some four-
year colleges if English 
is not your native 
language 

When should I take the test? 
Sophomore year Junior year Junior or senior year Junior or senior year Junior year or later 

When are the tests offered? 
Usually in the fall, but 
check with your high 
school counselor 

The third Saturday in 
October or the 
preceding Wednesday 

There are five test 
dates scheduled during 
the academic year 

There are seven test 
dates scheduled during 
the academic year 

Test dates vary by 
location; check Web 
site 

Where are the tests held? 
Usually at your high 
school 

Usually at your high 
school 

At a high school or a 
local college or 
university 

At a high school or a 
local college or 
university 

Sites vary by location; 
check Web site 

How long does it take to complete the test? 
3 hrs. 10 min. 2 hrs. 45 min. 3 hrs. 25 min. 

(with writing test) 
3 hrs. 45 min. 4 hrs. 30 min. 

(internet version) 

What does it cost? 
Check with your high 
school 

$13 (may be waived for 
students for whom the 
fee is a hardship) 

$32 + $15 for writing 
test (may be waived for 
students for whom the 
fee is a hardship) 

$45 (may be waived for 
students for whom the 
fee is a hardship) 

$150 (a fee reduction 
may be available for 
high school seniors 
who are U.S. citizens 
or permanent residents 
planning to take the 
test in the United 
States) 

How do I sign up for the test? 
Check with your high 
school counselor 

Check with your high 
school counselor 

Visit the Web site listed 
below 

Visit the Web site listed 
below 

Visit the Web site listed 
below 

For More Information 
www.actstudent.org/plan www.collegeboard.com www.actstudent.org www.collegeboard.com www.toefl.org 
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Choosing the Right College 
 
Use the checklist below to identify the characteristics that matter most to you. Ask your parents 
to do the same. Then compare and discuss your answers. Search for schools that match your 
key criteria and fit you academically, socially and culturally: 
 

My Top Criteria 
 

 athletic offerings 
 campus safety 
 campus setting (urban, suburban,  

small town or rural) 
 diversity of student population 
 extracurricular organizations and events 
 faculty experience and expertise 
 financial aid availability and deadlines 
 geographic location 
 housing availability and cost 
 length, time and location of classes 
 number of students enrolled 
 percentage of graduates employed 

within one year 
 percentage of students who graduate 
 percentage of students who return the 

following year 
 programs of study (majors and minors) 
 school facilities and equipment 
 school or program reputation 
 student-to-faculty ratio (class size) 
 support services (meals, counseling, job 

placement) 
 transportation availability and cost 
 tuition and fees 

 
 

My Parents’ Top Criteria 
 

 athletic offerings 
 campus safety 
 campus setting (urban, suburban,  

small town or rural) 
 diversity of student population 
 extracurricular organizations and events 
 faculty experience and expertise 
 financial aid availability and deadlines 
 geographic location 
 housing availability and cost 
 length, time and location of classes 
 number of students enrolled 
 percentage of graduates employed 

within one year 
 percentage of students who graduate 
 percentage of students who return the 

following year 
 programs of study (majors and minors) 
 school facilities and equipment 
 school or program reputation 
 student-to-faculty ratio (class size) 
 support services (meals, counseling, job 

placement) 
 transportation availability and cost 
 tuition and fees 

If you're still having trouble identifying what’s important to you, ask yourself: 
 

 Why do I want to go to college? 
 What do I want to get out of college? 
 How will college help me work toward my goals? 
 Which college will best/least help me work toward my goals? 
 What are the advantages/disadvantages of going now rather than later? 
 Does it matter how many students are enrolled with me? 
 Do I want to be with students who have diverse ideas, viewpoints and backgrounds? 
 In which type of campus setting am I most/least comfortable? 
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Campus Visit Checklist 
When you visit a campus, it is important that you ask the right types of questions: 
 
Look at Equipment and School Facilities 

 Are the facilities and equipment up-to-date and operating?  
 Is the equipment similar to what you will be using on the job? 
 Is the library good for studying and research? 
 Are the dorms quiet enough for studying? 
 What is the cafeteria like? 
 How large/small are the dorm rooms? What types of furniture are provided/allowed? 
 Are there plenty of computer labs? 
 Do students get free e-mail and Internet access? 

 
Sit In on a Class or Two 

 Do the instructors seem knowledgeable?  
 Are the students participating in classroom activities?  
 What kinds of work are the students doing?  
 How large/small are the classes? 

 
Talk with Current Students in the Program 

 How long have they been in school?  
 Are they learning what they need to know to get a job?  
 What is their opinion of the instructors?  
 Do the instructors spend time with the students to be sure they understand the material?  
 How much time is needed for studying and other work outside class?  
 Are instructors available outside of class? 
 Have they had any problems with the school, the instructors or the classes?  
 What do they like most/least about the school/program?  
 How do they spend their free time? 
 What are the other students like? 

 
Talk with Instructors in the Program 

 What are the academic requirements in the program?  
 What kinds of courses are offered? How often are they offered? 
 How many students are in the program? How many are accepted into the program each year? 
 How long does it take most students to complete the program?  
 How long have they taught at the school? Do they teach full time or part time?  
 What background do they have in the field? How does it relate to the courses they teach? 
 What types of activities are they involved in that relate to the field of study?  

 
Talk with an Admissions Counselor 

 Has the institution and its programs been accredited by a recognized accrediting association? 
 What are the admissions requirements for college or for a specific program?  
 How do I apply and which forms do I fill out?  
 When are the important deadlines for admissions?  
 What are the housing requirements and parking rules? 
 What types of extracurricular activities are available? 
 Can credits be earned online or transferred from other colleges? 
 What percentage of first-year students return the following year? 
 What percentage of graduates are employed within one year? 

 
Talk with a Financial Aid Counselor 

 How much does it cost to attend the college (including tuition, room and board, fees, etc.)?  
 What financial aid options are available? 
 Does the school participate in federal and state aid programs? (Not all schools are eligible.) 
 What percentage of undergraduates receive aid? How much do they receive on average? 
 Does the college offer any financial aid of its own? If so, how do I apply? 
 Which financial aid forms do I need to fill out and what are the deadlines?  
 How is financial aid paid out? When will I receive it? 
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Admission Policies  
 
The admissions policy for each college differs, but you can get an idea of how selective the 
process is by the type of school you're considering. 
 
 

Admission policy Type of school 

Typical ACT 
composite 

score 

Typical SAT I 
combined 

score 

Open - All high school graduates are 
accepted until the school's enrollment 
capacity is reached. 

All public two-year community and 
technical colleges and some private 
career schools in Minnesota. 

None Required None Required 

Liberal - While most two-year colleges 
will accept any student with a high 
school diploma (or GED), some 
popular or difficult programs within 
those colleges are more selective. 

Some public two-year community 
and technical colleges and some 
private career schools in Minnesota. 

18 or higher 1290 or higher 

Traditional - The majority of freshmen 
accepted are in the top 50 percent of 
their high school graduating class. 

Public universities and some private 
colleges and universities. 

21 or higher 1470 or higher 

Selective - The majority of freshmen 
accepted are in the top 25 percent of 
their high school graduating class. 

Some public colleges and 
universities and some private 
colleges and universities. Some 
specific programs at schools. 

24 or higher 1650 or higher 

Highly selective - The majority of 
freshmen accepted are in the top 10 
percent of their high school graduating 
class. 

Elite private colleges and 
universities. 

27 or higher 1820 or higher 

  Highest score  
possible is a 36. 

Highest score  
possible is a 2400. 

 
Talk with the admissions office of the colleges you want to attend to learn more about specific admissions 
requirements and exception policies. 
 



School Characteristics      

ACADEMICS School 1 School 2 School 3

Class location (on or off campus, online)

Class scheduling (when classes are held)

Faculty experience and expertise

Programs of study (majors and minors)

Student-to-faculty ratio (class size)

ADMISSIONS School 1 School 2 School 3

Admissions or placement tests

Applications forms (school, system, common, online)

Credit for prior learning*

Deadlines (early decision, early action, rolling, open)

Selectivity (open, liberal, traditional, selective, very selective)

Total first-year applicants

Evaluate each school in the areas listed below and then compare your evaluations.

College Comparison Worksheet

* Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Postsecondary Enrollment Options, College in the Schools, College-Level Exam Program

y pp

     ➤ % accepted

     ➤ % who actually enrolled

     ➤ Average GPA of applicants

CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT School 1 School 2 School 3

Campus facilities, equipment and services

     ➤ Computers and Internet access

     ➤ Food service (cafeterias)

     ➤ Health care

     ➤ Housing

     ➤ Library

     ➤ Recreational

     ➤ Transportation (parking, buses, etc.)

Campus safety

Campus setting (urban, suburban, small town, rural)

Coeducational

Geographic location (distance from home)

Religious affiliation

* Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Postsecondary Enrollment Options, College in the Schools, College-Level Exam Program



STUDENT BODY School 1 School 2 School 3

Number of undergraduates enrolled

     ➤ % of full-time students

     ➤ % of men and women

     ➤ % of students 25 or older

     ➤ % of minority students

     ➤ % of students from out-of-state

     ➤ % of international students

     ➤ % of student who live on campus

% of students who return the following year

% of students who graduate

% of graduates employed within one year

COST School 1 School 2 School 3

Application fee

     ➤ Fee waiver available?

Amount of Deposit (after acceptance)

Total Annual Cost of Attendance

     ➤ Tuition and fees

     ➤ Room and board

     ➤ Other required expenses (books, supplies)

FINANCIAL AID School 1 School 2 School 3

* Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Postsecondary Enrollment Options, College in the Schools, College-Level Exam Program

Financial aid availability

     ➤ Grants (participates in federal and/or state grant program?)

     ➤ Scholarships

     ➤ Work study

     ➤ Loans

Financial aid deadline

Financial aid forms (FAFSA, PROFILE, school)

% of undergraduates receiving financial aid

     ➤ Average amount awarded to undergraduates

STUDENT ACTIVITIES School 1 School 2 School 3

Athletic offerings

Campus clubs and activities

Extracurricular organizations and events

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES School 1 School 2 School 3

Career counseling

Job placement services

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS School 1 School 2 School 3

Financial condition

School accreditation

* Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Postsecondary Enrollment Options, College in the Schools, College-Level Exam Program
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Evaluate Online Education 
 
Most of the questions you should ask any school you are considering also apply to online 
education, but try to get information that specifically reflects the experiences of online students.  
 
Understand Online Academic Policies and Expectations 

 Can you take your entire program online or will you have to complete some requirements  
by attending classes, seminars or other events?  

 Is there a time limit on completing each course? On completing an entire program?  
 How will your learning be evaluated? Will you submit assignments online, through the mail, by fax or 

other means? Is testing conducted online or will you need to go to a proctored site for exams?  
 What level of performance or progress will you need to show to remain enrolled? Is tutoring or other 

support available if you need extra help? 
 
Look for Features that Help You Learn Online 

 Does the institution provide self-assessment to help you determine whether you would like online learning 
before you enroll?  

 Is there an online orientation to course requirements, navigation and procedures?  
 Is the instructor available online or by phone, fax or e-mail? How long should you expect to wait for a 

response?  
 Will you be able to interact with other students? Are discussions held "live" at scheduled times or will you 

communicate through listservs and threaded discussions that can be accessed anytime? 
 
Find Out About Access to Information and Library Services 

 Does the institution employ librarians to assist online education students? Is reference and other help 
available online or by e-mail or phone?  

 Can you request materials from the institution's library? How quickly can you get them?  
 Will you have access to online indexes and full-text databases in your field?  
 Does the institution have formal arrangements for you to use local libraries that are prepared to handle 

your needs? 
 
Ask How Administrative Support is Provided to Online Students 

 Is it easy to contact someone to ask questions? Is there a course manager or toll-free telephone number?  
 Are the following services available online: applying for admission, registration, changing or canceling 

courses, secure payment of tuition and other charges, ordering books and supplies or requesting a 
transcript?  

 If services are not available online, what provisions have been made for online students to access them?  
 Is the privacy of personal information you submit online protected? 

 
Check Out Technical Requirements and Support 

 What computer hardware, software or other equipment is needed?  
 What type of Internet access is recommended?  
 What prior skills are expected in using software such as word processing, spreadsheets, e-mail, statistical 

analysis or database programs?  
 Is technical support provided if you have problems? Can you reach technical support staff in person? 

When is technical assistance available? 
 
Ask Which Student Services Are Available to Online Students 

 Are students enrolled in online education at this institution eligible for student financial aid?  
 Will you be eligible for career planning and job placement? How are these services provided to students 

who are not on campus? 
 
Investigate the School's Track Record with Online Education 

 How long has this program been offered online?  
 Will the institution continue to offer this online program long enough for you to finish? 

 
You should be able to find the answers to many of these questions from the school's Web site. If the information 
you need is not available online, contact the school directly. 
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Tips for Writing Application Essays 
 
If you're free to write your application essay on any topic under the sun, you'll need to  
pinpoint a topic that's just right for you. To narrow your options, consider the following: 
 
 
Use the essay to reveal yourself. 
Talk about what that winning basket meant to you last year, or how proud you were when you received a 
complimentary letter from someone who read your editorial in the school paper. This will help admissions 
counselors know the real you, not just the numbers on your transcript or college admissions test. 
 
 
Use the essay to show you are a hard worker. 
If you've dealt with something difficult in your life, use it to show how you worked hard and overcame it. If 
there is particular hardship (like a family illness, a disability or a death) that affected your high school 
performance, you should provide admissions counselors with a separate written record of this. 
 
 
Use the essay as an explanation for grades. 
If a teacher gave you low marks, show how you persisted and how your grades improved. Only do this if 
the outcome is positive. If you just couldn't get along with a teacher, it will reflect poorly on you. 
 
 
Use the essay to show what you can do with opportunity. 
Write about your first job. Write about how you have sought mentors in your life. Write about how you are 
excited to start your chosen career field because it's always been your dream, and attending college will 
make it a reality. 
 
 
Use the essay to show your writing skills. 
The essay will show admissions counselors your writing, organizational, analytical and language skills. 
Writing is often a big part of college, and admissions counselors will use your essay as a measure of how 
well you write. If you use humor, have a teacher or counselor review your essay to make sure the humor 
is appropriate. 
 
If you're still having trouble choosing a topic or simply getting started, don't be afraid to ask for 
help. Most students do! A parent, teacher, guidance counselor or other trusted adult can be a valuable 
resource and may offer you insights about yourself. 
 
 
Have a high school teacher look at your essay for spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes. 
Make revisions to the essay until you are satisfied it's the best you can do. 
 
 
Things to Avoid in Your Essay 
 Don't write what you think the admissions office wants to hear. 
 Don't write about information that you supplied elsewhere in your application. 
 Don't be too wordy. Be specific but eliminate unnecessary words. 
 Don't simply list your experiences or accomplishments. Describe how they're relevant. 
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Frequently Asked Financial Aid Questions 
 
 
How do I apply for financial aid? 
To apply for most financial aid, you will need to complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). This form is used to determine federal, state and school aid. The FAFSA  
is available from high school counselors, the financial aid office at the school you want to  
attend or the Minnesota Office of Higher Education. You can also apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
 

Why should I complete the FAFSA when I know I won't qualify for aid? 
Many colleges and universities also use the FAFSA to award institutional grants and scholarships. 
 

How much financial aid can I receive? 
It will depend on your and your parents’ income, living expenses, assets and savings. This is called the 
expected family contribution (EFC). Your eligibility is also determined by the cost of attendance at the 
institution you select. The FAFSA will determine your financial need from this information and will send a 
report to the schools you indicated. The amount of financial aid you are eligible to receive is determined 
by subtracting the EFC from the total price of a specific school: 
 
  Price of Specific School 
 - Expected Family Contribution 
 = Financial Need 
 
Each school will offer a tailored financial aid package to meet this financial need, and may include a 
combination of grants, scholarships, work study and loans. Don't rule out any school simply because of 
price. Your financial aid eligibility increases as the price of a school increases, but the expected family 
contribution stays the same: 
   
  $5,000 Price of College A  $15,000 Price of College B 
 -     3,100 Expected Family Contribution -     3,100 Expected Family Contribution 
 = $1,900 Financial Need = $11,900 Financial Need 
 
Visit www.getreadyforcollege.org/estimator to calculate how much aid you may be eligible to receive. 
 

Do families need to complete a separate FAFSA for each child? 
Yes. The FAFSA uses each child's social security number to identify the student. 
 

If my parents are legally separated or divorced but filed taxes jointly this year, do I need to include 
their financial information on the FAFSA? 
No. Only the parent with whom you resided the longest during the preceding 12 months should provide 
financial information. If you did not live with either parent or lived with both equally, then the parent who 
provided the most financial support should provide financial information on the FAFSA. 
 

Do I need to include my stepparent’s income on the FAFSA? 
Yes. Your stepparent’s financial information must be included even if he or she is not helping you pay for 
your education. 
 

What if my parents live together but were never married? 
You will only need to provide information about the parent you lived with the most in the past 12 months. 
If you lived with both parents an equal amount of time, then report information about the parent who 
provided the most financial support for you in the past 12 months or the most recent year financial 
support was provided. However, some private college and universities may require the student to 
complete a noncustodial parent form for the parent whose income was not reported on the FAFSA. The 
information from that form will only be used to determine eligibility for scholarships funded by the college 
itself and will not affect eligibility for federal or state financial aid. 
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My parents refuse to provide their tax information for the FAFSA. Can I still get financial aid? 
Yes, but you will only be eligible for the unsubsidized Stafford Loan, which means you must pay interest 
while attending college.  However, if your inability to obtain parental information is due to unusual 
circumstances (parental incarceration, abuse, abandonment, etc.), you should contact your college’s 
financial aid office to inquire about a dependency override, which will allow you to apply as an 
independent student. 
 

If I plan to get married after filing the FAFSA, should I list my status as married? 
No. Because the FAFSA is based on the information provided on the date it was completed, your 
marriage status would be “unmarried” if you complete the FAFSA before you get married. 
 

Does the FAFSA consider me an independent student if I am expecting a child during the 
academic year for which I will receive financial aid? 
Yes. Also be sure to include the child under household size. 
 

Will a family’s retirement assets decrease a student’s financial aid eligibility? 
It depends on how they save for retirement. Certain assets such as pensions, life insurance and individual 
retirement accounts (IRAs) are not evaluated when determining financial aid eligibility. Nor is home equity 
included for the home in which the family resides. Other assets such as savings accounts, 529 plans, 
certificates of deposit, stocks, mutual funds and other real estate are included. However, the formula used 
to calculate the expected family contribution (EFC) assumes families are saving for retirement and 
provides an "asset protection allowance" according to parental age and marital status. This amount is 
subtracted from the total net worth of the assets, and of the remainder, only 12 percent is considered 
available assets. A smaller percentage of assets, six percent, is actually assessed for the parent 
contribution. Families should not need to tap into retirement savings to pay for college. 
 

I live with my foster parents and their children. Should they be reported in parents’ household size? 
If you were in foster care at or after age 13, you can answer ‘Yes’ to question 55 and apply as an 
independent student, which means you can skip the entire Section Four on the FAFSA. 
 

I was born in the United States, but my parents are undocumented. Can I still apply for financial 
aid using the FAFSA? 
Yes. Your parents should put all zeros for their Social Security Number on the FAFSA and should not 
indicate that they filed taxes. 
 

Am I eligible for financial aid if I am not a U.S. citizen? 
Yes, but you must meet ONE of the following criteria to be considered an eligible non-citizen: 
 

 You are a U.S. permanent resident with an Alien Registration Card (I-551).  
 You are a conditional permanent resident with an I-551C card.  
 You have an Arrival Departure Record (I-94) from the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

(INS) with any of the following designations:  
o refugee  
o asylum granted  
o parolee 
o Cuban-Haitian entrant  
o victim of human trafficking 
o holder of T-Visa 

 
For other eligibility requirements, visit www.getreadyforcollege.org/paying. Click on About Financial 
Aid and then Are You Eligible? for federal and state aid eligibility. 
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Academic Competitiveness Grant 
 
Federal Academic Competitiveness Grants are awarded to students who can demonstrate that 
they completed a rigorous high school program of study before enrolling in college. Eligible 
students receive up to $750 in their first year of college, and up to $1,300 for the second year if 
they have a 3.0 grade point average their first year in college. This program is different from 
other need-based grant programs because students must demonstrate completion of a rigorous  
high school program of study. 
 

What are the eligibility requirements? 
To be eligible to receive an Academic Competitiveness Grant, students must, in part: 
 

 be eligible to receive a Pell grant 
 be enrolled in college at least half time 
 have completed high school on or after January 1, 2005 
 be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen 
 demonstrate completion of a rigorous high school program of study as defined for the state in 

which they graduated from high school 
 

How do students apply? 
Students must complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Recent high school 
graduates who submit the FAFSA and are eligible to receive a Pell grant must indicate on the FAFSA that 
they completed a rigorous program of study while in high school. Students should bring documentation of 
their completion of a rigorous high school program of study to the financial aid office at the college they 
plan to attend. There is no separate application for the Academic Competitiveness Grant. 
 

How does a student demonstrate completion of a rigorous high school 
curriculum? 
It is up to the student to bring appropriate high school transcripts and records from Advanced Placement 
and International Baccalaureate programs to the college to which he or she is enrolling. The college’s 
financial aid office will make the eligibility determination. 
 

Are students entering their second year of college potentially eligible? 
Yes, as long as they completed high school on or after January 1, 2005 and have a 3.0 grade point 
average in their first year of college. 
 

Can home-schooled students qualify for Academic Competitiveness grants? 
Yes, as long as a parent or guardian provides documentation of completion of a rigorous course of study. 
 

Are high school students enrolled in college courses through the Postsecondary 
Enrollment Options (PSEO) program eligible? 
Yes. Students who take college courses while still in high school are eligible, provided they meet the 
eligibility criteria above. Their college courses in core subjects can be applied to the criteria in Options 1 
and 3. Students who receive a grade of “B” or better in both a PSEO math (algebra II or higher) and a 
science course (biology, chemistry or physics) can also qualify under Option 4. 
 

Where can students find more information and answers about the Academic 
Competitiveness Grant? 
The financial aid office at the college where the student is enrolled is the best place for answers to other 
questions about the grant and other financial aid programs. Information is also available online at 
www.studentaid.ed.gov. 
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Minnesota high school graduates who graduated in 2009 must show that they have completed ONE of 
the following options entirely to meet the rigorous course of study definition used for the Academic 
Competitiveness Grant. (Students who graduated before 2009 should visit www.studentaid.ed.gov for 
information on the previous programs.) 
 
Option 1 

 4 years of English 
 3 years of math, including algebra I and a higher-level course such as algebra II, geometry or 

data analysis and statistics 
 3 years of science, including 1 year each of at least 2 of the following courses: biology, chemistry 

and physics 
 3 years of social studies 
 1 year of a foreign language other than English 

 
Option 2 

 Requires a minimum of 2 Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses 
in high school and a minimum passing score on the exams for those classes. Students must 
score 3 or higher on AP exams and 4 or higher on IB exams. 

 
Option 3 

 4 years of language arts 
 3 years of math, including 1 year each of geometry and 2 years of algebra, 1 of which is 

intermediate or advanced algebra 
 3 years of science, including 1 year each of a biological and physical science 
 3 years of social studies 
 2 years of a single foreign language 

 
Option 4 (applies only to students graduating from high school in 2007 or later) 

 Minnesota Dual Credit Program: With a passing grade of 'B' or better, high school students taking 
BOTH a math course (algebra II level or higher) AND a science course (biology, chemistry, or 
physics) under the Postsecondary Enrollment Options program (PSEO) or the Concurrent 
Enrollment Program, worth a total of at least 6 college credits, shall meet the rigorous program of 
study requirements.  
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SMART Grant  
 
The U.S. Department of Education offers SMART grants to Pell-eligible students enrolled in the 
third and fourth years of bachelor’s degree programs who are pursuing majors in mathematics, 
science, technology, engineering or a critical foreign language (see list on back page). Eligible  
students receive $4,000 per year. SMART grants do not count against other state or federal  
grants for which students are eligible. The SMART grant (Science and Mathematics Access to  
Retain Talent) was created to encourage more students to pursue degrees in high-demand areas.  
 
 
 
What are the eligibility requirements? 
To receive a SMART grant, students must: 
 

 be eligible (meet income and other requirements) to receive a Federal Pell Grant; 
 be enrolled at least half time in their third or fourth academic year of a four-year degree program; 
 maintain a 3.0 grade point average in college; 
 be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen; 
 pursue a degree in mathematics, science, technology, engineering or a critical foreign language  

 
 
How do students apply? 
First, students must complete and submit the FAFSA. Colleges will identify students who may qualify 
based on their grade point average, program of study and their eligibility for a Pell grant. The college will 
notify potentially eligible students. There is no separate application for the SMART grant.  
 
 
 
Must a student be admitted to an eligible program or school within a university in 
order to be eligible?  
In nearly all cases, yes. However, thousands of college programs across the country qualify. 
 
 
 
How will this grant be awarded? 
The grant will be sent directly to the college by the U.S. Department of Education and the college will 
disburse the funds to the student. 
 
 
 
Where can students find more information and answers about the SMART Grant? 
The financial aid staff at the college where the student is enrolled will be able to answer questions about 
the grant. Information is also available online at www.studentaid.ed.gov. 
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Eligible Academic Programs 
 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Agricultural & Horticultural Plant Breeding 
Agricultural Animal Breeding 
Animal Health  
Animal Nutrition 
Animal Sciences, General & Other 
Dairy Science 
Environmental Science 
Fishing & Fisheries Science & 

Management 
Food Science 
Food Technology & Processing 
Forest Science & Biology 
Livestock Management 
Physiological Psychology/Psychobiology 
Plant Protection & Integrated Pest 

Management 
Plant Sciences, General & Other 
Poultry Science 
Range Science & Management 
Soil Chemistry & Physics 
Soil Microbiology 
Soil Sciences & Agromony, General & 

Other 
Wildlife & Wildlands Science & 

Management 
Wood Science & Wood Products/Pulp & 

Paper Techology 
 
Computer Science 
Artificial Intelligence & Robotics 
Computer & Information Sciences & 

Support Services, Other 
Computer & Information Sciences, 

General & Other 
Computer & Information Systems 

Security 
Computer Graphics 
Computer Programming, Other 
Computer Programming, Specific 

Applications 
Computer Programming, Vendor/Product 

Certification 
Computer Programming/Programmer, 

General 
Computer Science 
Computer Software & Media 

Applications, Other 
Computer Systems Analysis 
Computer Systems Networking & 

Telecommunications 
Computer/Information Technology 

Services Administration, Other 
Data Modeling/Warehousing & Database 

Administration 
Data Processing & Data Processing 

Technology 
Information Science/Studies 
Information Technology 
System Administration 
System, Networking & LAN/WAN 

Management 
Web Page/Digital/Multimedia & 

Information Resources Design 
Web/Multimedia Management & 

Webmaster 
 

Engineering 
Aerospace, Aeronautical & Astronautical 

Engineering 
Agricultural/Biological Engineering & 

Bioengineering 
Architectural Engineering 
Biomedical/Medical Engineering 
Ceramic Sciences & Engineering 
Chemical Engineering 
Civil Engineering, General & Other 
Computer Engineering, General & Other 
Computer Hardware Engineering 
Computer Software Engineering 
Construction Engineering 
Electrical, Electronics & Communications 

Engineering 
Engineering Mechanics 
Engineering Physics 
Engineering Science 
Engineering, General & Other 
Environment/Environmental Health 

Engineering 
Forest Engineering 
Geological/Geophysical Engineering  
Geotechnical Engineering 
Industrial Engineering 
Manufacturing Engineering 
Materials Engineering 
Materials Science 
Mechanical Engineering 
Metallurgical Engineering 
Mining & Mineral Engineering 
Naval Architecture & Marine Engineering 
Nuclear Engineering 
Ocean Engineering 
Operations Research 
Petroleum Engineering 
Polymer/Plastics Engineering 
Structural Engineering 
Surveying Engineering 
Systems Engineering 
Textile Sciences & Engineering 
Transportation & Highway Engineering 
Water Resources Engineering 
 
Critical Foreign Language 
African Languages, Literatures & 

Linguistics  
Arabic Language & Literature 
Bahasa Indonesian/Bahasa Malay 

Languages & Lit. 
Bangali Language & Literature 
Chinese Languages & Literature 
Filipino/Tagalog Language & Literature 
Hebrew Language & Literature 
Hindi Language & Literature 
Iranian/Persian Languages, Literatures & 

Linguistics 
Japanese Language & Literature 
Korean Language & Literature 
Panjabi Language & Literature 
Portugese Language & Literatures 
Russian Language & Literature 
Turic, Ural-Altaic, Caucasian & Central 

Asian Languages 
Turkish Language & Literature 
Urdu Language & Literature 

Life Sciences 
Anatomy 
Animal Behavior & Ethology 
Animal Genetics 
Animal Physiology 
Aquatic Biology/Limnology 
Biochemistry 
Biochemistry/Biophysics & Molecular 

Biology 
Bioinformatics 
Biological & Biomedical Sciences 
Biology/Biological Sciences, General 
Biomathematics and Bioinformatics 
Biomedical Sciences, General 
Biometry/Biometrics 
Biophysics 
Biostatistics 
Biotechnology 
Botany/Plant Biology 
Cardiovascular Science 
Cell Biology & Anatomy 
Cell Physiology 
Cell/Cellular & Molecular Biology 
Cell/Cellular Biology & Anatomical 

Sciences, Other 
Cell/Cellular Biology & Histology 
Conservation Biology 
Developmental Biology & Embryology 
Ecology 
Ecology, Evolution, Systematics, 

Population Biology 
Endocrinology 
Entomology 
Environmental Biology 
Environmental Toxicology 
Epidemiology 
Evolutionary Biology 
Exercise Physiology 
Genetics 
Human/Medical Genetics 
Immunology 
Marine Biology & Biological 

Oceanography 
Medical Microbiology & Bacteriology 
Microbial & Eukaryotic Genetics 
Microbiological Sciences & Immunology 
Microbiology, General 
Molecular Biochemistry 
Molecular Biology 
Molecular Biophysics 
Molecular Genetics 
Molecular Pharmacology 
Molecular Physiology 
Molecular Toxicology 
Mycology 
Neuroanatomy 
Neurobiology & Neurophysiology 
Neuropharmacology 
Oncology & Cancer Biology 
Parasitology 
Pathology/Experimental Pathology 
Phamacology & Toxicology, Other  
Pharmacology 
Photobiology 
Physiology 
Physiology, Pathology and Related 

Sciences 
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Plant Genetics 
Plant Molecular Biology 
Plant Pathology/Phytopathology 
Plant Physiology 
Population Biology 
Radiation Biology/Radiobiology 
Reproductive Biology 
Structural Biology 
Systematic Biology/Biological 

Systematics 
Toxicology 
Virology 
Vision Science/Physiological Optics 
Wildlife Biology 
Zoology/Animal Biology 
 
Mathematics 
Algebra & Number Theory 
Analysis & Functional Analysis 
Applied Mathematics 
Computational Mathematics 
Geometry/Geometric Analysis 
Mathematical Statistics & Probability 
Mathematics & Statistics, Other 
Mathematics, General & Other 
Statistics, General & Other 
Topology & Foundations 
 
Physical Sciences 
Acoustics (Physics) 
Analytical Chemistry 
Astronomy 
Astronomy & Astrophysics, Other 
Astrophysics 
Atmospheric Chemistry & Climatology 
Atmospheric Physics & Dynamics 
Atmospheric Sciences & Meteorology, 

General & Other 
Atomic/Molecular Physics 
Chemical Physics 
Chemistry, General & Other 
Elementary Particle Physics 
Geochemistry 
Geochemistry & Petrology 
Geology/Earth Science, General & Other 
Geophysics & Seismology 
Hydrology & Water Resources Science 
Inorganic Chemistry 
Meteorology 
Nuclear Physics 
Oceanography, Chemical & Physical 
Optics/Optical Sciences 
Organic Chemistry 
Paleontology 
Physical & Theoretical Chemistry 
Physical Sciences 
Physics, General & Other 
Planetary Astronomy & Science 
Plasma & High-Temperature Physics 
Polymer Chemistry 
Solid State & Low-Temperature Physics 
Theoretical & Mathematical Physics 
 
Psychology 
Physiological Psychology/Psychobiology 
 

Technology 
Aeronautical/Aerospace Engineering 

Technology 
Architectural Drafting & Architectural 

CAD/CADD 
Architectural Engineering Technology 
Automotive Engineering Technology 
Biology/Biotechnology Lab Technician 
Biomedical Technology 
CAD/CADD Drafting and/or Design 

Technology 
Chemical Technology  
Civil Drafting & Civil Engineering 

CAD/CADD 
Civil Engineering Technology 
Computer Engineering Technology 
Computer Hardware Technology 
Computer Software Technology 
Computer Technology/Computer 

Systems Technology 
Construction Engineering Technology 
Drafting & Design Technology  
Drafting/Design Engineering 

Technologies, Other 
Electrical & Electronic Engineering 

Technologies, Other 
Electrical, Electronic & Communications 

Engineering 
Electrical/Electronics Drafting & 

Electrical/Electronics CAD/CADD 
Electromechanical 

Technology/Engineering 
Electromechanical, Instrumentation & 

Maintenance Technologies, Other 
Energy Management Systems 

Technology 
Engineering Technology, General & 

Other 
Engineering/Industrial Management 
Environmental Control Technology 
Environmental Engineering Technology 
Hazardous Materials Information 

Technology 
Hazardous Materials Management & 

Waste Technology 
Hydraulics & Fluid Power Technology 
Industrial Production Technology 
Industrial Radiologic Technology 
Industrial Safety Technology 
Industrial Technology 
Instrumentation Technology 
Laser & Optical Technology 
Manufacturing Technology  
Mechanical Drafting CAD/CADD 
Mechanical Engineering Technology 
Metallurgical Technology 
Military Technologies 
Mining & Petroleum Technology 
Mining Technology 
Nuclear & Industrial Radiologic 

Technologies 
Nuclear Engineering Technology 
Nuclear/Nuclear Power Technology 
Occupational Safety & Health 

Technology 
Petroleum Technology 
Physical Science Technology 
Plastics Engineering Technology 

Quality Control & Safety Technologies, 
Other 

Quality Control Technology 
Robotics Technology 
Science Technology 
Solar Energy Technology 
Surveying Technology 
Telecommunications Technology 
Water Quality & Wastewater Treatment 

Technology 
 
Multidisciplinary Studies 
Accounting & Computer Science 
Biological & Physical Sciences 
Biopsychology 
Cognitive Science 
Mathematics & Computer Science 
Natural Science 
Neuroscience 
Nutrition Science 
Science, Technology & Society 
Systems, Science & Theory 
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Beware of Scholarships Scams 
 
Almost 88 percent of all student aid comes directly from the federal and state governments or 
the school itself using the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Be wary of any 
financial aid search company that charges a fee to match students with sources of financial aid. 
There are no guarantees that the company will find any aid that you can't find yourself. 
 
Proceed with caution if a company: 
 

 Lists a mail drop as a return address or is operating out of a residential address 
 Uses excessive hype and claims of high success rates 
 Requires up-front money for application fees 
 Has typing and spelling errors on application materials 
 Lists no telephone number for the business 
 Suggests its influence with scholarship sponsors 
 Pressures you to respond quickly 
 Requests personal information (bank account, credit card or social security numbers) 

 
Use the following questions to determine whether a company is legitimate: 
 

 If the company suggests that large amounts of aid currently are not being used, how does it 
document the statement? 

 How many financial aid sources exist in the company's database? Does the company maintain its 
own aid database? Or does it use the database of some other company or service? 

 Is there a minimum number of sources provided by the company? Are the listings in the form of 
scholarships, work, loans or contests? Do they include federal and state programs for which the 
student will be considered through the regular financial aid application process? Do the sources 
include institutional scholarships about which the student would be notified once accepted to the 
college? 

 How often does the company update its database? Does the company check to confirm that the 
source still exists? 

 Can the student apply directly to the aid sources provided by the company, or must the student 
be recommended by a person or group? Are the application fees for the sources provided? 

 How long will the student have to wait for the information? Will the list of aid sources be received 
before application deadlines? 

 What characteristics are used to match students with aid sources? 

 How successful have previous participants been in obtaining funds from aid sources identified by 
the company? Is there a list of references that can be contacted for verification? 

 Will the company refund the program fee if aid sources are incorrectly matched with the student's 
qualifications, if aid sources no longer exist or fail to reply to the student, or if application 
deadlines for aid sources already have passed when the information is received? 

 
If you have complaints or questions, you should contact: 
 

 your local Better Business Bureau (lookup.bbb.org) 
 the Federal Trade Commission (www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams) 
 your state Attorney General’s office AND the Attorney General’s office in the state where the 

company is located (www.naag.org/attorneys_general.php) 
 
If you received and replied through the mail, contact your local Postal Inspector's office 
(www.usps.com/ncsc/locators/find-is.html) to report possible mail fraud. 
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Average Federal and State Need-Based Grants 
by Income and Institution Type 
 
The figures below are only estimates of eligibility for federal and state need-based grants for dependent 
undergraduates.1 You may be eligible for more or less need-based assistance based on your family 
size, number of students in college, eligible assets and other factors. This chart in no way guarantees 
the grant amounts shown. Results are based on the dependent student’s expected family contribution 
for the 2009-2010 financial aid year for a family size of four with one attending college. 
 
 

 
2-year Public 

Colleges 
State 

Universities 
University of 
Minnesota 

4-year Private 
Colleges 

Private Career 
Schools 

Estimated Average 
Annual Tuition & Fees2 $4,684 $6,564 $11,550 $29,220 $12,845 

Average Institutional 
Grant/Scholarship3  
(includes need and merit-
based scholarships) 

$821 $1,883 $3,504 $8,357 $1,588 

Percent of First-Time, 
Full-Time Freshmen 
Receiving Institutional 
Grant/Scholarship 

12% 38% 49% 90% 55% 

 
 
Family Income $20,000 or Less ($0 Expected Family Contribution) 

Pell Grant $5,350 $5,350 $5,350 $5,350 $5,350 

State Grant $959 $1,975      $3,743 $3,743 $1,566 
 
 
Family Income $40,0004 ($1,443 Expected Family Contribution) 

Pell Grant $3,900 $3,900 $3,900 $3,900 $3,900 

State Grant $1,024 $2,040 $3,808 $3,808 $1,631 
 
 
Family Income $60,0004 ($4,973 Expected Family Contribution) 

Pell Grant $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

State Grant $1,535 $2,551 $4,319 $4,319 $2,142 
 
 
Family Income $80,0004 ($10,995 Expected Family Contribution) 

Pell Grant $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

State Grant $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 
 
 
1 Two federal grants, not shown here, may provide some Pell-eligible students with additional financial assistance. 
2 Tuition and fees represent the average reported tuition and fees for a student taking 30 semester or 45 quarter credits 
during the 2009-2010 academic year as of June 22, 2009. 
3 Institutional grants and scholarships are based on the average amount of institutional funds awarded to students for fall 
term 2006-2007 as reported to the Office of Higher Education. Both need- and merit-based scholarships are included. 
Average institutional grants and scholarships could not be segregated by income level. 
4 Some families in these income categories who have specific circumstances qualify for significantly more need-based 
grants. All students and their families are encouraged to complete the FAFSA because each situation is different and 
many institutions use the information on the FAFSA to award institutional scholarships. 



October 2009 www.getreadyforcollege.org 

Reduced Out-of-State Tuition Options  
 
There are two key ways to reduce the cost of college when you decide to attend a college  
in another Midwest state. 
 
 
Reciprocity 
 
Minnesota has agreements with several neighboring states to provide lower tuition for Minnesota 
residents who attend public colleges and universities in those states. This is called reciprocity. Typically, 
non-resident admission fees and tuition are reduced (or eliminated) if you're a reciprocity student. 
 
Minnesota has reciprocity agreements with Wisconsin, North Dakota and South Dakota. It also has an 
agreement with the Canadian province of Manitoba, and a limited agreement with Iowa Lakes Community 
College in northwestern Iowa. 
 
The programs with Wisconsin, North Dakota and South Dakota cover virtually all full- or part-time 
students enrolled in undergraduate, graduate and some professional programs. 
 
To learn more about tuition reciprocity, visit www.getreadyforcollege.org/reciprocity. 
 
 
Midwest Student Exchange Program  
 
Students from Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and Wisconsin 
may be eligible for tuition reductions at certain Midwest public and private colleges and universities and 
programs of study. Not all schools participate. 
 
  Minnesota residents interested in a Wisconsin or North Dakota public school and 

Wisconsin or North Dakota residents interested in a Minnesota public school must apply 
for tuition reciprocity rather than the Midwest Student Exchange Program. 

 
What Rate Do I Pay? 
 
Students in the Midwest Student Exchange Program pay up to 150 percent of the resident tuition rate 
(which is still below the non-resident rate) at participating public schools or receive a 10 percent reduction 
in tuition at participating private schools.  
 
When applying to a participating school, students must indicate that they are seeking admission as a 
Midwest Student Exchange Program student. The institution will evaluate the student's request for this 
status and respond directly to the student.  
 
Where Can I Get More Information? 
 
A brochure listing eligible colleges, universities and programs of study is distributed to high schools, and 
is available from the Midwestern Higher Education Compact (msep.mhec.org). 
 



   

COST OF ATTENDANCE 1 2 3
Tuition & fees (9 months)  +  +  +

Room & board  +  +  +

Books & supplies  +  +  +

Personal expenses  +  +  +

Transportation expenses  +  +  +

Miscellaneous expenses  +  +  +

TOTAL COST OF ATTENDANCE  =  =  =

EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
Amount you must pay as determined by the FAFSA  =  =  =

FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY 
Total Cost of Attendance - Expected Family Contribution  =  =  =

Federal Pell Grant + + +

Once you have submitted the Free Application for Federal Student Aid and received a financial aid award 
letter from more than one college, use this worksheet to compare costs. While cost alone shouldn't determine 
which college you choose, this worksheet will help you compare financial aid packages side-by-side and 
determine how much out-of-pocket expenses you may have to pay. 
Be sure to talk with the college's financial aid office if you have questions or concerns.

Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet

FINANCIAL AID - The amount of aid indicated on the financial aid award letter you received from the college

Federal Pell Grant + +  +

Federal SEOG Grant  +  +  +

State grants & scholarships  +  +  +

College grants & scholarships  +  +  +

Other grants & scholarships  +  +  +

Work study (federal or state)  +  +  +

Federal Stafford Loan - Subsidized  +  +  +

Federal Stafford Loan - Unsubsidized  +  +  +

Federal Perkins Loan  +  +  +

Federal PLUS Loan  +  +  +

Minnesota SELF Loan  +  +  +

Alternative loans  +  +  +

TOTAL FINANCIAL AID AWARDED  =  =  =

YOUR UNMET NEED 
Total Financial Aid Awarded - Financial Aid Eligibility  =  =  =

YOUR OUT-OF-POCKET COST 
Expected Family Contribution + Your Unmet Need  =  =  =

August 2009 www.getreadyforcollege.org/paying
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Factors That Affect Financial Aid Eligibility  
 
Various factors may result in increases or decreases in your eligibility for financial aid: 
 
 
Class Load 
 
Increases or decreases in your number of credits per term may affect how much financial aid you are 
eligible to receive. Before making changes to your class schedule, check with your financial aid 
administrator for more details. 
 
 
School Transfer 
 
Financial aid does not automatically transfer with the student to a new institution. Students must contact 
the financial aid administrator at the new school to determine what actions should be taken to receive aid. 
Students with federal aid must be sure to have an electronic version of the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) results sent to the new institution. In many cases, the new institution will be able to 
access the federal application system electronically. 
 
Students with a Stafford, PLUS or SELF Loan will need to reapply. Students participating in work study or 
the Minnesota Postsecondary Child Care Grant also need to reapply. Having a work-study job at one 
school does not necessarily guarantee a position at another school, particularly if the second college has 
already exhausted its work-study funding. If you transfer to a more expensive school, you may be eligible 
to receive more aid. See your financial aid administrator for details. 
 
 
Family Financial Status 
 
Students and families sometimes experience changes in their financial status due to special 
circumstances, such as the loss of a job, serious illness, disability, separation or divorce or a death in the 
family. If your family income changes, your financial aid eligibility also may change.  
 
Contact the financial aid office at the institution you attend or plan to attend and explain your 
circumstances. In special instances, the aid administrator may adjust the information used to calculate 
your expected family contribution which may result in increased financial aid eligibility based on your 
revised level of financial need. 
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Tips for Completing the FAFSA 
 
If you are having difficulty completing the FAFSA, consider attending Minnesota College Goal 
Sunday. This event is held at various sites throughout the state, January through April, to help 
families complete the FAFSA. For more information, visit www.mncollegegoalsunday.org. 
 
 Submit the FAFSA as early as possible after January 1 to maximize your chances for institutional aid. 

Students and parents should complete their income tax returns prior to completing the FAFSA, 
although you do not have to actually file your income tax returns with the Internal Revenue Service 
before completing the FAFSA. 
 

 Use a black ink pen and write clearly. Many applications are delayed due to illegible data. 
 
 When there is no monetary value to report for an item, enter 0 (zero). Do not leave the item blank. 

 
 Report your name and social security number as it appears on your social security card. If the name 

on your social security card needs to be updated, do that before you complete the FAFSA. If you 
report the wrong social security number on the FAFSA, it is best to complete a new FAFSA using the 
correct number rather than correcting the number on your Student Aid Report (SAR). 

 
 Make sure you provide your year of birth, not the current year, when reporting your date of birth. 

 
 Be sure to complete the item about drug convictions (#23). Leaving this item blank may result in 

delays. If you have questions on how to answer the question, call the Federal Student Aid Information 
Center (1-800-433-3243). 

 
 Make sure you enter your college grade level correctly (#27, #28 and #29). For example, you would 

enter "0" if you are a first-year college student who has never attended college. "Professional" 
generally means a degree in medicine, dentistry or law. 

 
 When asked for student (#37) or parent (#87) income tax paid, take the figure directly from your 

income tax return form, not the W2. 
 
 Do not leave the student (items #41 - 43) or parental (#91-93) asset fields blank. If there is no 

monetary value to report for assets, enter 0 (zero) rather than leaving the item blank. The family’s 
home should NOT be reported as an asset under “net worth of investments”, nor should a family farm 
(family lives on and operates the farm) or family-owned business with fewer than 100 employees be 
reported under “net worth of business and/or investment farms”. Certain other types of investments 
do NOT have to be reported under net worth of investments, such as the value of retirement plans, 
non-education IRAs, annuities, life insurance or pension funds. However, investments DO include 
other real estate, 529 college savings plans and Coverdell savings accounts, trust funds, UGMA and 
UTMA accounts, money market funds, certificates of deposit, stocks, stock options and bonds. 

 
 Provide parental information if the student answers “no” to all items under Step 3. Contact your 

college financial aid office if you have unusual circumstances that prevent you from reporting parental 
information. 

 
 Only report information for one parent on the FAFSA if parents are divorced, widowed or separated 

but filed a joint tax return for the previous tax year. 
 
 Do not include parents when asked for the number of people (#76) in the parents’ household who will 

be college students. 
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 Contact your financial aid office if you or your family have unusual circumstances (such as divorce, 
death of a parent, loss of employment, homelessness, unusually high medical expenses, active 
military service, natural disaster, foster care placement, etc) that might affect your need for student 
financial aid.  

 
 Sign the FAFSA and have at least one parent whose information is provided on the form sign the 

FAFSA. Missing signatures cause delays in processing. 
 

 Apply for PIN numbers while completing the online FAFSA so you can sign the form electronically. 
Missing signatures cause delays in processing. There are special exceptions for parents unable to 
sign due to active military duty or natural disaster. Contact your college for further information. 

 
 Make a copy of the FAFSA for your records before submitting it online or by mail. Do not mail copies 

of your tax forms with the FAFSA, but keep them handy in case your college requests them to verify 
the information you provided. 

 
 You’ll receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) within three to five days if you applied online and provided 

an e-mail or within four weeks if no e-mail was provided. The SAR will indicate your family’s Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) and will indicate Federal Pell Grant eligibility. Review the SAR for errors. If 
corrections need to be made, you can make corrections online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 
 



CCoommpplleettiinngg tthhee FFrreeee AApppplliiccaattiioonn
ffoorr FFeeddeerraall SSttuuddeenntt AAiidd ((FFAAFFSSAA))

Visit www.getreadyforcollege.org for more information on how to pay for college.

Did the student 
complete the FAFSA 

for the previous 
academic year?

Does the student plan 
to apply online?

Complete the full paper
FAFSA application 
and return it in the 
envelope provided.

Does the student have 
a PIN number?

Has the student received the Student Aid Report (SAR)?

If an e-mail address was included on the FAFSA, the student will receive a link to the SAR 
within three to five days for online applications or within four weeks for paper applications.

If an e-mail address was NOT included on either the paper or online FAFSA,
the student will receive a paper SAR in the mail within four weeks.

Review the information on the SAR. Is it correct?

Go to www.pin.ed.gov
to request a PIN or request
one while completing the

FAFSA online.

S
TA

R
T
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N
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H

Go to 
www.fafsa.ed.gov

and click on Check Status of
a Submitted FAFSA.

Or call the Federal Student
Aid Information Center 

at (800) 433-3243.
Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov

and click on Make
Corrections to a Processed

FAFSA. Or make the correc-
tions on the paper SAR and

return it promptly.

The schools the student 
listed will receive the SAR 
electronically, and use the 
information to prepare a 

financial aid package 
for the student.

Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov and click on Fill out Your FAFSA.

Students who used the FAFSA4Caster or who completed
the FAFSA the previous year will be given the option of 
pre-filling some of the answers on the new FAFSA with 

previous responses.
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DO NOT MAIL THIS WORKSHEET. 
You must complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) to apply for federal student aid and to apply for most state and 
college aid. Applying online with FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov is 
faster and easier than using a paper FAFSA.  

  
For state or college aid, the deadline may be as early as January 2009.  
See the table to the right for state deadlines. Check with your high school 
counselor or your college's financial aid administrator about other deadlines.  
  

• This Worksheet is optional and should only be completed if you plan to 
use FAFSA on the Web.  

• Sections in purple are for parent information. 

• In parentheses after each question is the number that is used on FAFSA on 
the Web and the paper FAFSA. However, not all of the questions appear on 
this worksheet. 

• Submit your FAFSA early, but not before January 1, 2009. 

Apply Faster—Sign your FAFSA with a Federal Student Aid PIN.   
If you do not have a PIN, you can apply for one at www.pin.ed.gov. Your PIN 
allows you to electronically sign when you submit your FAFSA. If you are 
providing parent information, one parent must also sign your FAFSA. To sign 
electronically, your parent should also apply for a PIN.  
  
You will need the following information to complete this 
Worksheet: 
❏ Your Social Security Number and your parents’ Social Security Numbers if 

you are providing parental information. 
❏ Your driver’s license number if you have one.  
❏ Your Alien Registration Number if you are not a U.S. citizen.  
❏ 2008 federal tax information or tax returns (including IRS W-2 

information) for yourself (and spouse if you are married) and for your 
parents if you are providing parental information. If you have not yet filed a 
2008 income tax return, you can still submit your FAFSA but you must 
provide income and tax information.  

❏ Information on savings, investments, and business and farm assets for 
yourself and your parents if you are providing parental information.

WARNING!  
Be wary of organizations that 
charge a fee to submit your 
application or to find you money 
for college. In general, the help 
you pay for can be obtained for 
free from your college or from 
Federal Student Aid.

NOTE: 
If you or your family have unusual 
circumstances (such as loss of 
employment), complete FAFSA on 
the Web to the extent you can, then 
submit the application and consult 
the financial aid office at the 
college you plan to attend.

STATE AID DEADLINES 

Check with your financial aid administrator for these 
states and territories: 

AL, *AS, CO, *FM, GA, *GU, *HI, *MH, *MP, NC, NE, *NM, 
*NV, OR, PR, *PW, *SD, *TX, UT, *VA, *VI, *VT, WA, WI and *WY. 

    AK  April 15, 2009 (date received)  
    AR  Academic Challenge - June 1, 2009  
 Workforce Grant - Contact your financial aid 
 administrator  
 Higher Education Opportunity Grant  
 - June 1, 2009 (fall term)  
 - November 1, 2009 (spring term)  
 (date received)  
     AZ  March 1, 2009 (date received)  
   *CA  Initial awards - March 2, 2009  
 Additional community college awards 
 - September 2, 2009 (date postmarked)  
  #*CT  February 15, 2009 (date received)  
    *DC  June 30, 2009 (date received by state)  
     DE  April 15, 2009 (date received)  
      FL  May 15, 2009 (date processed)  
      IA  July 1, 2009 (date received)  
   #*ID  Opportunity Grant - March 1, 2009 (date received) 
     #IL  First-time applicants - September 30, 2009  
 Continuing applicants - August 15, 2009 (date received) 
      IN  March 10, 2009 (date received)  
  #*KS  April 1, 2009 (date received)  
    #KY  March 15, 2009 (date received)  
      LA July 1, 2009 (date received)  
   #MA May 1, 2009 (date received)  
     MD March 1, 2009 (date received)  
     ME May 1, 2009 (date received)  
      MI March 1, 2009 (date received)  
     MN 30 days after term starts (date received)  
     MO  April 1, 2009 (date received)  
   #MS  MTAG and MESG Grants - September 15, 2009  
 HELP Scholarship - March 31, 2009 (date processed) 
   #MT March 1, 2009 (date received)  
     ND  March 15, 2009 (date received)  
     NH  May 1, 2009 (date received)  
     NJ  June 1, 2009, if you received a Tuition Aid Grant  
 in 2008 -2009  
 All other applicants  
 - October 1, 2009, fall & spring terms  
 - March 1, 2010, spring term only (date received)  
   *NY  May 1, 2010 (date received)  
    OH  October 1, 2009 (date received)  
   #OK  April 15, 2009 (date received) for best consideration 
    *PA  All 2008 - 2009 State Grant recipients & all 
 non-2008 - 2009 State Grant recipients in degree 
 programs - May 1, 2009  
 All other applicants - August 1, 2009  (date received) 
    #RI  March 1, 2009 (date received)  
     SC  Tuition Grants - June 30, 2009 (date received)  
   #TN  State Grant - March 1, 2009  
 State Lottery - September 1, 2009 (date received) 
 #*WV  March 1, 2009 (date received)  

    # For priority consideration, submit application by date specified. 

    * Additional form may be required.



Your driver’s license number (optional)  (Q11)

What is your state of legal residence?  (Q18)

Enter the date you became a legal resident of your state if it was not before 
January 1, 2004.  (Q20)  (Example: Month and year: 05/2005)

Most male students must register with Selective Service to get federal aid. If 
you are male, age 18-25 and NOT registered, select “Register me.”   (Q22)
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❏ U.S. citizen (U.S. national) 
❏ Eligible noncitizen   Generally, you are an eligible noncitizen if you are: 

• A permanent U.S. resident with a Permanent Resident Card (I-551); 
• A conditional permanent resident (I-551C); or 
• The holder of an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the Department of Homeland Security 

showing any of the following designations: “Refugee,” “Asylum Granted,” “Parolee” (I-94 
confirms paroled for a minimum of one year and status has not expired), “Victim of human 
trafficking,” T-Visa holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) or “Cuban-Haitian Entrant.” 

❏ Neither citizen nor eligible noncitizen 

Are you a U.S. citizen?  (Q14)  
If you are neither a citizen nor an eligible noncitizen, you are 
not eligible for federal student aid. However, you should still 
complete the application, because you may be eligible for state 
or college aid.   
If you are in the U.S. on an F1 or F2 student visa, or a J1 or J2 
exchange visitor visa, or a G series visa (pertaining to 
international organizations), you must answer “Neither citizen 
nor eligible noncitizen.”

Your Social Security Number  (Q8) 

Your last name  (Q1)

Questions are ordered as they appear on FAFSA on the Web, but after you are online you may be able to skip some questions based 
on your answers to earlier questions.

 SECTION 1 – STUDENT INFORMATION

Your Alien Registration Number  (Q15) 
If you are an eligible noncitizen, enter your eight- or nine-digit Alien Registration Number.

What is your marital status as of today?  (Q16)   
“As of today” refers to the day that you sign your FAFSA.

Month and year you were married, separated, divorced or widowed  (Q17) 
(Example: Month and year: 05/1998)

❏ Single, divorced or widowed  
❏ Married or remarried    ❏ Separated 

❏ Register me

Have you been convicted for the possession or sale of illegal drugs for an offense that occurred while you 
were receiving federal student aid (grants, loans or work-study)?  (Q23)   
Do not count convictions that have been removed from your record or that occurred before you turned age 18, unless you were tried as an 
adult. If you answer “Yes,” you can use an interactive worksheet when completing the FAFSA online. Based on your answers to the 
worksheet questions, you can determine if the conviction affects your eligibility for federal student aid. If the conviction does affect your 
eligibility for federal aid, you should still submit your application because you may qualify for state or college aid.

❏ Yes 
  
❏ No 

Highest school your father completed  (Q24) 
Some states and colleges offer aid based on the level of schooling your parents completed.

Highest school your mother completed  (Q25) 
Some states and colleges offer aid based on the level of schooling your parents completed.

❏ Middle school/Jr. high  
❏ High school 

❏ Middle school/Jr. high  
❏ High school 

❏ College or beyond  
❏ Other/unknown

❏ College or beyond  
❏ Other/unknown

❏ 1st bachelor’s degree  
❏ 2nd bachelor’s degree  
❏ Associate degree (occupational or technical program)  
❏ Associate degree (general education or transfer program) 
❏ Certificate or diploma (occupational, technical or 

educational program of less than two years)

❏ Certificate or diploma (occupational, 
technical or educational program of two 
or more years) 

❏ Teaching credential (nondegree program)
❏ Graduate or professional degree  
❏ Other/undecided

When you begin the 2009-2010 
school year, what degree or 
certificate will you be working 
on?  (Q29)

Have you ever received federal student aid? 
Answer “No” if you have never received federal student grants, federal student loans or federal work-study. You should also answer “No” 
if you have never attended college. If you answer “No” to this question, skip question 23.

❏ Yes  
❏ No 

-                   -



 SECTION 1  (CONTINUED) – STUDENT INFORMATION 

Were you born before January 1, 1986?  (Q48)

At the beginning of the 2009-2010 school year, will you be working on a master’s or doctorate program 
(such as an MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate, etc.)?  (Q50)

Do you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between July 1, 2009 and 
June 30, 2010?  (Q53)
Do you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and who receive more than 
half of their support from you, now and through June 30, 2010?  (Q54)

 SECTION 2 – STUDENT DEPENDENCY STATUS 
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In addition to grants, are you 
interested in being considered for 
work-study or student loans? (Q31) 

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Work-study (aid earned through work)  
❏ Student loans (which you must pay back)  
❏ Both work-study and student loans  

When you begin the 2009-2010 
school year, what do you expect 
your enrollment status to be? (Q30) 
(Enrollment definitions refer to undergraduate 
study.)

❏ Full-time (at least 12 credit hours in a term or 24 clock hours per week) 
❏ 3/4-time (at least 9 credit hours in a term or 18 clock hours per week)  
❏ Half-time (at least 6 credit hours in a term or 12 clock hours per week)  
❏ Less than half-time (fewer than 6 credit hours in a term or less than 12 clock hours per week) 
❏ Don’t know

As of today, are you married?  (Q49)  
(Answer “Yes” if you are separated but not divorced.) “As of today” refers to the day that you sign your FAFSA. 

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Yes  ❏ No

Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other than training?  (Q51)
Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces?  (Q52)  
Answer “Yes” (you are a veteran) if you (1) have engaged in active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Coast 
Guard) or are a National Guard or Reserve enlistee who was called to active duty for other than state or training purposes, or were a cadet or  
midshipman at one of the service academies, and (2) were released under a condition other than dishonorable. Also answer “Yes” if you are not 
a veteran now but will be by June 30, 2010.  
Answer “No” (you are not a veteran) if you (1) have never engaged in active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces, (2) are currently an ROTC student 
or a cadet or midshipman at a service academy, (3) are a National Guard or Reserve enlistee activated only for state or training purposes, or (4) 
were engaged in active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces but released under dishonorable conditions.

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Yes  ❏ No

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care or were you a 
dependent or ward of the court?  (Q55)   
Answer “Yes” if you had no living parent (biological or adoptive) at any time since you turned age 13, even if you are now adopted. Answer 
“Yes” if you were in foster care at any time since you turned age 13, even if you are no longer in foster care as of today. Answer “Yes” if you 
were a dependent or ward of the court at any time since you turned age 13, even if you are no longer a dependent or ward of the court as of 
today. Note that the financial aid administrator at your school may require you to provide proof that you were in foster care or a dependent or 
ward of the court. 

❏ Yes  ❏ NoAre you or were you an emancipated minor as determined by a court in your state of legal residence?  (Q56)

❏ Yes ❏ No

Are you or were you in legal guardianship as determined by a court in your state of legal residence?  (Q57). ❏ Yes  ❏ No

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did your high school or school district homeless liaison determine that 
you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless?  (Q58) ❏ Yes  ❏ No

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing 
program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development determine that you were an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless?  (Q59)

❏ Yes  ❏ No

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or 
transitional living program determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were 
self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?  (Q60) 

❏ Yes  ❏ No

❏ Neither  
❏ Don’t know

If you answered “YES” to ANY of the previous questions, you do not have to provide parental information. Skip to Section 4 on page 6. 
If you answered “NO” to ALL of the previous questions, then you must provide parental information. Complete Section 3 on the next page.

Use these instructions to answer questions 58-60 
Answer “Yes” if you received a determination at any time on or after July 1, 2008, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless 
or, for question 60, at risk of being homeless.  
•  “Homeless” means lacking fixed, regular and adequate housing, which includes living in shelters, motels or cars, or temporarily living with 

other people because you had nowhere else to go. 
•  “Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody of your parent or guardian. 
•  “Youth” means you are 21 years of age or younger or you are still enrolled in high school as of the day you sign this application. 

Use these instructions to answer questions 56-57 
Answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that as of today you are an emancipated minor or are in legal guardianship. 
Also answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that you were an emancipated minor or were in legal guardianship 
immediately before you reached the age of being an adult in your state. The court must be located in your state of legal residence at the time the 
court’s decision was issued.
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What is your parents’ marital status as of today?  (Q61) 
“As of today” refers to the day that you sign your FAFSA.

Month and year your parents were married, separated, divorced or widowed. 
(Q62)  (Example: Month and year: 05/1998) 

What is your parents’ e-mail address?  (Q71) 
If you provide your parents’ e-mail address, we will let them know your FAFSA has been processed.

What is your father’s (or stepfather’s) Social Security Number?  (Q63)

What is your father’s (or stepfather’s) last name?  (Q64)

 SECTION 3 – PARENTAL INFORMATION

M    M     Y  Y    Y     Y

-                -

What is your father’s (or stepfather’s) date of birth?  (Q66) 
(Example: Month, day and year: 05/07/1962) 

What is your mother’s (or stepmother’s) Social Security Number?  (Q67)

What is your mother’s (or stepmother’s) last name?  (Q68)

What is your mother’s (or stepmother’s) date of birth?  (Q70) 
(Example: Month, day and year: 05/07/1962)

What is your parents’ state of legal residence?  (Q72)

Enter the date of legal residency for the parent who has lived in the state the 
longest, if it was not before January 1, 2004.  (Q74)  
(Example: Month and year: 05/2005) 

What income tax return did your parents file or will 
they file for 2008?  (Q83)

If your parents have filed or will file a 1040, were they eligible to file a 1040A or 
1040EZ?  (Q84)  
A person is not eligible to file a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she makes $100,000 or more, itemizes 
deductions, receives income from his or her own business or farm, is self-employed, receives alimony or is 
required to file Schedule D for capital gains. If your parents were not required to file a tax return or they 
filed a 1040 only to claim Hope or Lifetime Learning tax credits, and would have otherwise been eligible 
for a 1040A or 1040EZ, answer “Yes.”

❏ IRS 1040  
❏ IRS 1040A, 1040EZ

❏ Yes  
❏ No  
❏ Don’t know

❏ Married or remarried   
❏ Single  

M     M     D     D     Y      Y      Y     Y

-                -

M    M     D      D     Y     Y      Y     Y

M    M     Y  Y    Y     Y

❏ A foreign tax return 
❏ A tax return with Puerto Rico, another U.S. 

territory or a Freely Associated State

❏ Divorced or separated  
❏ Widowed 

In 2007 or 2008, did you, your parents or anyone in your parents’ household 
receive benefits from any of the federal benefits programs listed?  (Q77-81) 
Mark all the programs that apply.  
Select benefits received for all of your parents’ household members. Include in your parents’ household: 
(1) your parents and yourself, even if you don’t live with your parents; (2) your parents’ other children if 
(a) your parents will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010, or 
(b) the children could answer “No” to every question in Section 2 of this worksheet; and (3) other people 
only if they live with your parents, your parents provide more than half of their support and your parents 
will continue to provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010.  TANF 
may have a different name in your parents’ state. Call 1-800-4-FED-AID to find out the name of the state’s 
program.

❏ Supplemental Security Income  
❏ Food Stamps  
❏ Free or Reduced Price School Lunch 
❏ Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF)  
❏ Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 

for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

If you answered “No” to all of the questions in Section 2, you must provide parental information. Refer to your parents’ IRS tax 
return when necessary. Answer the questions as of the date you will complete and sign your FAFSA. 
•  Grandparents, foster parents and legal guardians are not considered parents on this form unless they have legally adopted you. 
•  If your parent is widowed or single, answer the questions about that parent. If your widowed parent is remarried, answer the questions 

about that parent and your stepparent. 
•  If your parents are divorced or separated, answer the questions about the parent you lived with more during the past 12 months.    If you 

did not live with one parent more than the other, give answers about the parent who provided more financial support during the past 12 
months. If this parent is remarried, answer the questions about that parent and your stepparent. 

Federal law provides that, under very limited special circumstances, you may submit your FAFSA without parental information. If 
you have a special circumstance and are unable to provide parental information, FAFSA on the Web will instruct you on how to 
proceed. The following are examples of special circumstances.     
•  Your parents are incarcerated; or 
•  You have left home due to an abusive family environment; or 
•  You do not know where your parents are and are unable to contact them (and you have not been adopted).
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 SECTION 3  (CONTINUED) – PARENTAL INFORMATION

 $

 $What was your parents’ adjusted gross income for 2008?  (Q86) 
Adjusted gross income is on IRS form 1040—line 37; 1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4.

Questions 89 and 90 ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2008.  
Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. This information may be on the W-2 forms, or on IRS Form 1040—
lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1.

How much did your father/stepfather earn from working in 2008?  (Q89)

How much did your mother/stepmother earn from working in 2008?  (Q90)

Enter the amount of your parents’ income tax for 2008.  (Q87) 
Income tax amount is on IRS Form 1040—line 56; 1040A—line 35; or 1040EZ—line 11.

Enter your parents’ exemptions for 2008.  (Q88)  
Exemptions are on IRS Form 1040—line 6d or 1040A—line 6d. On the 1040EZ, if a person checked either the “you” or “spouse” box 
on line 5, use 1040EZ worksheet line F to determine the number of exemptions ($3,500 equals one exemption). If a person didn’t 
check either box on line 5, enter 01 if he or she is single, or 02 if he or she is married.

Your parents’ number of family members in 2009-2010.  (Q75)  
Include in your parents’ household: (1) your parents and yourself, even if you don’t live with your parents, (2) your parents’ other 
children if (a) your parents will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010, or (b) the children 
could answer “No” to every question in Section 2 of this worksheet, and (3) other people only if they live with your parents, your 
parents provide more than half of their support and your parents will continue to provide more than half of their support between  
July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010.

How many people in your parents’ household will be college students between July 1, 2009 and 
June 30, 2010? (Q76) 
Always count yourself. Do not include your parents. Include others only if they will attend, at least half-time in 2009-2010, a 
program that leads to a college degree or certificate.

 $

 $

As of today, is either of your parents a dislocated worker?  (Q85)  
In general, a person may be considered a dislocated worker if he or she is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or 
losing a job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation; has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from a job; was self-
employed but is now unemployed due to economic conditions or natural disaster; or is a displaced homemaker. A displaced 
homemaker is generally a person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., a stay-at-home mom or dad), is no 
longer supported by the husband or wife, is unemployed or underemployed and is having trouble finding or upgrading employment. 

❏ Yes        
❏ No         
❏ Don’t know

Your parents’ 2008 Additional Financial Information (Q94)  Complete the left column of the table on page 8.

Your parents’ 2008 Untaxed Income (Q95)  Complete the left column of the table on page 8.

 Parent Asset Information

•  Investments include real estate (do not include the family home), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market funds, mutual funds, certificates of 
deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other securities, Coverdell savings accounts, 529 college savings plans, the refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans, 
installment and land sale contracts (including mortgages held), commodities, etc. For more information about reporting educational savings plans call 
1-800-4-FED-AID. Investment value means the current balance or market value of these investments as of today. Investment debt means only those debts that are 
related to the investments.  

•  Do not include the value of life insurance, retirement plans (401[k] plans, pension funds, annuities, noneducation IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.) or cash, savings and 
checking accounts already reported in questions 41 and 91.  

•  Business and/or investment farm value includes the market value of land, buildings, machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. Business and/or investment farm debt 
means only those debts for which the business or investment farm was used as collateral.

As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ investments, including real estate (not your 
parents’ home)?  (Q92)   
Net worth means current value minus debt.

As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ current businesses and/or investment farms?  (Q93) 
Do not include the value of a family farm that your parents live on and operate.  
Do not include the value of a small business if your family owns and controls more than 50 percent of the business and the business has 
100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. For small business value, your family includes (1) persons directly related to 
you, such as a parent, sister or cousin, or (2) persons who are or were related to you by marriage, such as a spouse, stepparent or sister-
in-law.

 $

 $

As of today, what is your parents’ total current balance of cash, savings and checking accounts?  (Q91)  $
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 SECTION 4 – STUDENT FINANCES 
   • Answer the questions as of the date you will complete and sign your FAFSA. Refer to the IRS tax return as needed.  
   • If you filed a foreign tax return, use the exchange rate at www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h10/update to convert monetary units 

to U.S. dollars.   
   • If you are married as of today, report your and your spouse’s income, even if you were not married in 2008. Ignore references to 

spouse if you are single, divorced, separated or widowed.

 $

If you have filed or will file a 1040, were you eligible to file a 1040A or 1040EZ?  (Q35)  
A person is not eligible to file a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she makes $100,000 or more, itemizes deductions, receives income from 
his or her own business or farm, is self-employed, receives alimony or is required to file Schedule D for capital gains. If you were 
not required to file a tax return or you filed a 1040 only to claim Hope or Lifetime Learning tax credits, and you would otherwise 
have been eligible for a 1040A or 1040EZ, answer “Yes.”

What was your (and your spouse’s) adjusted gross income for 2008?  (Q36) 
Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37; 1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4.

Questions 39 and 40 ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2008. Answer the questions whether or not a 
tax return was filed. This information may be on the W-2 forms, or on IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 of 
IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1.

How much did you earn from working in 2008?  (Q39)

How much did your spouse earn from working in 2008?  (Q40)

What type of veterans’ education benefits will you receive?  
(Q45) 
Answer this question only if you will receive these benefits between July 1, 2009 
and June 30, 2010.

 $

 $

❏ Yes  
❏ No  
❏ Don’t know

What income tax return did you file or will you file for 
2008?  (Q34)

❏ IRS 1040  
❏ IRS 1040A, 1040EZ  
❏ A foreign tax return 

❏ Montgomery GI Bill - Active Duty (Chapter 30) 
❏ Post-9/11 GI Bill (Chapter 33)  
❏ Montgomery GI Bill - Selected Reserve (Chapter 1606) 
❏ Reserve Educational Assistance Program (Chapter 1607)  
❏ Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (Chapter 31)  
❏ Dependents’ Educational Assistance (Chapter 35) 
❏ Any other type of veterans education benefits

Your number of family members in 2009-2010.  (Q96) 
Include in your household: (1) yourself (and your spouse), (2) your children, if you will provide more than half of their support between 
July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010, and (3) other people if they now live with you, you provide more than half of their support and you will 
continue to provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010.

How many people in your (and your spouse’s) household will be college students between July 1, 2009 
and June 30, 2010?  (Q97)   
Always count yourself. Include others only if they will attend, at least half-time in 2009-2010, a program that leads to a college degree 
or certificate.

❏ A tax return with Puerto Rico, 
another U.S. territory or a Freely 
Associated State

If you answered “YES” to ANY question in Section 2, answer the following questions.   
If you answered “NO” to all the questions in Section 2, skip to page 7.

In 2007 or 2008, did you (or your spouse) or anyone in your 
household (from question 96) receive benefits from any of the 
federal benefits programs listed? (Q98-102)  Mark all the 
programs that apply. 
Select benefits received for all of your household members. Use the instructions 
in question 96 to identify who is included in your household. Answering these 
questions will not reduce your eligibility for student aid or these other federal 
benefits. TANF may have a different name in your state. Call 1-800-4-FED-AID 
to find out the name of your state’s program.

❏ Supplemental Security Income  
❏ Food Stamps  
❏ Free or Reduced Price School Lunch 
❏ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)  
❏ Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 

Infants and Children (WIC)

As of today, are you (or your spouse) a dislocated worker?  (Q103)  
In general, a person may be considered a dislocated worker if he or she is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or 
losing a job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation; has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from a job; was self-
employed but is now unemployed due to economic conditions or natural disaster; or is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker 
is generally a person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., a stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported 
by the husband or wife, is unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble finding or upgrading employment.  

❏ Yes        
❏ No         
❏ Don’t know
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 SECTION 4 (CONTINUED) – STUDENT FINANCES 

As of today, what is your (and your spouse’s) total current balance of cash, savings and checking 
accounts?  (Q41)  Do not include student financial aid.

As of today, what is the net worth of your (and your spouse’s) investments, including real estate 
(not your home)?  (Q42)  Net worth means current value minus debt.

As of today, what is the net worth of your (and your spouse’s) current businesses and/or investment 
farms?  (Q43) 
Do not include the value of a family farm that you (and your spouse) live on and operate. 
Do not include the value of a small business if your family owns and controls more than 50 percent of the business and the business 
has 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. For small business value, your family includes (1) persons directly 
related to you, such as a parent, sister or cousin, or (2) persons who are or were related to you by marriage, such as a spouse, 
stepparent or sister-in-law.

 $

 $

 $

   •  If you do not know the school code, write the college’s name. You will have a chance online to search for the school code. 
   •  For each college, indicate the corresponding housing plan.

Federal School 
Code

1st college

(Q104.a)

2nd college 3rd college 4th college 5th college

(Q104.c) (Q104.e) (Q104.g) (Q104.i)

Federal School 
Code

6th college

(Q104.k)

7th college 8th college 9th college 10th college

(Q104.m) (Q104.o) (Q104.q) (Q104.s)

Housing Plan
❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.j)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.h)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.f)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.d)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.b)

Housing Plan
❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.t)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.r)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.p)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.n)

❏  on campus 
❏  with parent 
❏  off campus 

(Q104.l)

 SECTION 5  – COLLEGES TO RECEIVE INFORMATION

Enter the amount of your (and your spouse’s) income tax for 2008.  (Q37) 
Income tax amount is on IRS Form 1040—line 56; 1040A—line 35; or 1040EZ—line 11.

Enter your (and your spouse’s) exemptions for 2008.  (Q38) 
Exemptions are on IRS Form 1040—line 6d or 1040A—line 6d. On the 1040EZ, if a person checked either the “you” or “spouse” 
box on line 5, use 1040EZ worksheet line F to determine the number of exemptions ($3,500 equals one exemption). If a person didn’t 
check either box on line 5, enter 01 if he or she is single, or 02 if he or she is married.

 $

Your 2008 Additional Financial Information amount (Q46)  Complete the right column of the table on page 8.

Your 2008 Untaxed Income amount (Q47)  Complete the right column of the table on page 8.

Student Asset Information  (See “Parent Asset Information” on page 5 for instructions on reporting assets.)

Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov and enter the information from this worksheet.  
Additional help is available online, or you can call 1-800-4-FED-AID. TTY users (hearing impaired) may call 1-800-730-8913.  

For more information on federal student aid, visit www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov. 
You can also talk with your college’s financial aid office about other types of student aid that may be available.  

DO NOT MAIL THIS WORKSHEET.
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h. Veterans noneducation benefits such as Disability, Death Pension, or 
Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and/or VA Educational 
Work-Study allowances.

d. Tax exempt interest income from IRS Form 1040—line 8b or 1040A—line 
8b.

e. Untaxed portions of IRA distributions from IRS Form 1040—lines (15a 
minus 15b) or 1040A—lines (11a minus 11b).  

     Exclude rollovers. If negative, enter a zero here.

f.  Untaxed portions of pensions from IRS Form 1040—lines (16a minus 16b) or 
1040A—lines (12a minus 12b). Exclude rollovers. If negative, enter a zero here.

g. Housing, food and other living allowances paid to members of the military, 
clergy and others (including cash payments and cash value of benefits).

 i. Other untaxed income not reported, such as workers’ compensation, 
disability, etc. 

    Don’t include student aid, earned income credit, additional child tax credit, welfare payments, 
untaxed Social Security benefits, Supplemental Security Income, Workforce Investment Act 
educational benefits, combat pay, benefits from flexible spending arrangements (e.g., cafeteria 
plans), foreign income exclusion or credit for federal tax on special fuels.

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

b. IRA deductions and payments to self-employed SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh and 
other qualified plans from IRS Form 1040—line 28 + line 32 or 1040A—line 
17.

a. Payments to tax-deferred pension and savings plans (paid directly or withheld 
from earnings), including, but not limited to, amounts reported on the W-2 
forms in Boxes 12a through 12d, codes D, E, F, G, H and S. 

 $

 $

c. Child support received for all children.  

     Don’t include foster care or adoption payments. 
 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

b. Child support paid because of divorce or separation or as a result of a legal 
requirement.  

      Don’t include support for children in your (or your parents’) household, as reported in question 
96 (or question 75 for your parents).

e. Combat pay or special combat pay.  
     Only enter the amount that was taxable and included in the adjusted gross income. Do not enter 

untaxed combat pay reported on the W-2 (Box 12, Code Q).

c. Taxable earnings from need-based employment programs, such as Federal 
Work-Study and need-based employment portions of fellowships and 
assistantships.

d. Grant and scholarship aid reported to the IRS in the adjusted gross income. 
     Includes AmeriCorps benefits (awards, living allowances and interest accrual payments), as well 

as grant and scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships.

a. Education credits (Hope and Lifetime Learning tax credits) from IRS Form 
1040—line 50 or 1040A—line 31.  $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 Parents’ (Q95)                                   2008 Untaxed Income          Student’s (Q47)  
 

 Parents’ (Q94)                        2008 Additional Financial Information        Student’s (Q46)  

Use the tables below to report annual amounts.    

For the Parents’ column, enter the amount for the student’s parent(s).  For the Student’s column, enter the amount for the student (and his or her spouse).

j. Money received, or paid on your behalf (e.g., bills), not reported elsewhere on 
this form.  $ XXXXXXXXXX




